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Mr. Chidi Tzuwah, Sr. DEAN, NEW JERSEY DELEGATION
Chairman, Defeat Autism in Nigeria Project ’

Dear Friend,

Please extend my most enthusiastic congratulations to all of the participants in Nigeria’s World
Autism Awareness Day Celebration and the launch of the Defeat Autism in Nigeria Project. Asa
Member of the United States Congress for over 28 years and as founder and co-chair of the Congressional
Membership Organization, the Coalition on Autism Research and Education or C.A.R.E., I am excited for
all of you and greatly appreciate the potential benefits to individuals with autism, their families, and
caregivers that will result from the hard work of so many dedicated and committed individuals in Nigeria.

Let me also add that I was honored to meet you in Lagos in February of 2007 and was deeply
impressed by your extraordinary work and the accomplishments of you and your wife, Doris. I have told
many of my colleagues of your work and that of the OLG Health Foundation and Autism Centre.

The conventional wisdom when I entered Congress 28 years ago was that autism affected 1 in
10,000 individuals. Thankfully, we now have much better data. In 2007, the U.,S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention released groundbreaking data documenting that 1 out of every 150 children born
in the U.S. will develop a type of autism. The advocacy of C.A.R.E., non-profit autism organizations,
providers of autisim services, parents, and individuals with autism has been absolutely critical in the U.S.
for the progress we have made in increasing funding for autism research and services, but we still have
many major challenges ahead of us.

We all know that autism knows no international boundaries and that autism is a public health
crisis across the globe, including in the U.S. and your wonderful country of Nigeria. The participation of
so many dedicated individuals with you there today to increase autism awareness and to launch the Defeat
Autism in Nigeria Project is cause for great celebration indeed. Iand many of my colleagues look
forward with great hope to future interactions with Nigeria in addressing autism, as well as many other
common areas of interest,

Please accept my best wishes on this momentous occasion, and I remain commutted with you to
improving the lives of all affected by autism in our respective countries and around the world.

Sincergly,
C r H Smith
Member of Congress
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